
 

 You don’t need lots of space!  

 Even a few containers of the right plants 

can get you started. Most pollinator 

plants need at least 6 hours of sunlight 

per day. 

 Eliminate pesticides        

whenever possible.  

 Use the least toxic chemicals if pesticides 

are used.  Spray after dusk when bees 

and other pollinators are not   active. 

 Provide water. 

 Pollinators gather at shallow pools or 

even mud puddles, which also provide 

important minerals.  

 Place 1/4” sand in a saucer, add water to 

just covering the sand. Add a flat stone 

that rises above the water to give insects 

easy access.  

 Leave bare ground for 

ground nesting bees. 

 Leave a 3’ x 3’ bare patch in a sunny area. 

Ground nesting bees may use the same 

nesting location for many years. 

 Leave the garden clean up 

until spring. 

 Many beneficial insects overwinter in 

dried plant stalks. Don’t remove dried 

plants until spring. 

 Exception: diseased plant materials that 

should be removed and destroyed. 

What You Can Do… 

Create a pollinator 

friendly landscape 

around your home with 

a few simple steps.  

 Use a wide variety of plants 

that bloom from early 

spring to late fall. 

 Include a variety of flower shapes to 

attract different kinds of insects. 

 Help pollinators find the flowers by 

planting in clusters or drifts of the 

same plant if you have room. 

 Use plants native to your         

region, as natives are 4 

times more attractive to pol-

linators. 

 Avoid modern hybrid flowers, especial-

ly types with “doubled” or sterile flow-

ers.  Often the pollen, nectar, and fra-

grance are bred out of these flowers. 

 Include larval host plants. 

 For colorful butterflies, grow plants for 

caterpillars. 

 Realize that caterpillars will eat the 

host plants and some host plants are 

less than ornamental. Place them 

where leaf damage or less-than-stellar 

appearances can be tolerated. 

The Honey Hollow    

Pollinator Garden 

Why have a garden for  

 pollinators? 

Flowering plants (the Angiosperms) are 

at the base of most land-based food 

webs. People obtain food, fibers, chem-

icals, and even fuel from flowering 

plants.  

Insects provide a valuable service to 

angiosperms by transferring pollen 

from male to female flower parts.  This 

pollen transfer, or pollination, is        

required for plants to set fruit or seed.  

Our pollinator-friendly garden provides 

nectar and pollen for insects and their 

young. It offers a variety of flower types 

and a wide bloom period to aid early 

and late season pollinators and limits 

pesticide use.  



  

COMMON 

NAME 

SCIENTIFIC NAME BLOOM PERIOD BLOOM 

COLOR 

NATIVE 

PLANT 

HEIGHT NOTES 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium ‘ Strawberry 
Seduction’ 

June - August Dark pink Pennsylvania 2’ - 3’ Larval host to 21 butterfly species. 

Swamp milkweed Asclepias incarnata July - August Pink Pennsylvania 2’ - 5’ Larval host to Monarch and Queen. 

New England aster Symphyotrichum novae-angliae August - October Purple Pennsylvania 3’ - 6’ Important fall nectar source. 

Boxwood Buxus ‘Green Mountain’ April - May Cream No 5’ - 15’ Provides structure & year round color. 

Blue mist spirea Caryopteris x clandonensis July - September Blue No 2’ - 3’ Excellent late summer nectar source. 

Summersweet Clethra alnifolia July - August White Pennsylvania 4’ - 8’ Attracts hummingbirds & butterflies.  

Delphinium Delphinium exaltatum July - September Gentian 
blue 

Pennsylvania 4’ - 6’ Attracts butterflies. 

Rattlesnake      
Master 

Eryngium yuccifolium June - September White Southeast US 4’ - 5’ Unique seedheads; transplants poorly. 

Torch Lily Kniphofia uvaria May- June Red/yellow No 3’-4’ Unique Specimen 

Cardinal flower Lobelia cardinalis July - September Red Pennsylvania 2’ - 4’ Attracts hummingbirds & butterflies. 

Bee balm Monarda fistulosa July - September Violet Pennsylvania 2’ - 4’ Attracts native bees & butterflies. 

Catmint Nepeta racemose ‘Walker’s Low’ April - September Purple No 2’ - 2.5’ Aromatic; attracts native bees. 

Golden ragwort Packera aurea May - July Yellow Pennsylvania 1’ - 2.5’ Attracts butterflies. 

Beardtongue Penstemon digitalis May - July White Pennsylvania 2’ - 3’ Attracts hummingbirds & butterflies. 

Moss phlox Phlox subulata March - May Pink Pennsylvania .25 - .5’ Ground cover; attracts butterflies. 

Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia fulgida June - October Yellow Pennsylvania 2’ - 3’ Attracts butterflies. 

Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta May - September Yellow Pennsylvania 2’ - 3’ Great pollen & nectar source. 

Goldenrod Solidago rugose ‘Fireworks’ September - October Yellow Pennsylvania 2.5’ - 3’ Excellent fall nectar source. 

Prairie dropseed  Sporobolus heterolepis June - October Pink Pennsylvania 2’ - 3’ Ground cover; attracts birds. 

Lilac Syringa vulgaris April - May Purple No 8’ - 15’ Attracts hummingbirds & butterflies. 

Golden Alexander Zizia aurea May - June Yellow Pennsylvania 1.5’ - 3’ Larval host to Black Swallowtail. 

What’s blooming in the garden:  Below is a list of initial plants installed in May 2017 in the Honey Hollow Pollinator Garden. 


